The Division of Disability Services is recommending changes to the TBI fund:

Here is a partial list of proposed changes many of which will affect people with acquired brain injuries.

Definition:

· The definition of Traumatic Brain injury will no longer include acquired brain injury such as stroke.

Expenditures

· The fund can lower the annual $15,000 allotment at their discretion.

Limits to supports and services

· Therapy (Cognitive, physical, speech, and occupational would be “time limited” to a period of 12 months. 

· With justification, another 12 month period could be granted on a one time basis.
Eligibility for services and supports

· IF the fund is unable to provide funds for all eligible people, they have the authority to prioritize awards based upon set criteria.  For example:  Safety concerns are a high priority.

Approval and denial of services and support

· Transportation services would no longer be funded for education programs, but still provided to medical appointments and treatment programs.

Ineligible services would include:

· Co-pays and deductibles associated with insurance coverage.

· Supplements for other government or public programs

· Gym and health club memberships

· Massage therapy

· Experimental treatments

· Computers, except for durable medical equipment and assistive technology  considered necessary for safety, health, and function.

